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July 28, 2021 

Fatima Carreiro 
President 
Portuguese Association of MB Inc. 
Fatima.Carreiro@umanitoba.ca   
 
Dear Fatima Carreiro: 

 
Thank you for your recent correspondence to Honourable Derek Johnson, Minister of 

Municipal Relations, regarding the Rural Municipality of St. Laurent’s by-law No.3/2021 to 
regulate public parks and beaches. As Deputy Minister of Municipal Relations, I am pleased to 
respond. 
 

Manitoba’s municipalities have authority under The Municipal Act to set and enforce by-
laws for local parks within their jurisdictions. This authority includes the ability to charge fees for 
entry into such parks, regulate people and activities within these parks, and to determine the 
type and level of enforcement action that will be taken if the violation of a by-law occurs. 
Manitoba municipalities and their elected officials have the independence to govern their own 
internal affairs, and are accountable to their community for their decisions and actions through 
the local democratic process. 
 

I appreciate your organization’s involvement in the local community, and understand that 
you have already been able to meet with municipal officials to discuss your concerns regarding 
the municipal by-law. You may wish to continue your discussions, as these decisions are within 
the municipality’s jurisdiction. As municipalities are governments, municipal decisions and by-
laws may be challenged in court if a municipality is acting outside or contrary to its legal 
authority. Only a court has the authority to overturn a municipal by-law. 

 
Municipal Relations staff have reviewed the property in question, and our records 

indicate that there are several property rolls that are owned in the name of the Portuguese 
Association, which would be the registered owner for purposes of taxation of the property. When 
property is held in the name of an association or corporation, individual members of the 
organization are not normally considered owners of real property for municipal purposes such 
as taxation or elections. Similarly, seasonal camping is not normally considered to confer 
residency for municipal purposes, such as elections or the delivery of tax credits. 

 
I trust the information that I have provided will be helpful to you. If you have any further 

questions on this matter, please contact a Municipal Services Officer by phone at 204-945-2572 
or by email at mrmaas@gov.mb.ca. 

 
Once again, thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bruce Gray 
Deputy Minister 
 

c. Honourable Derek Johnson, Minister of Municipal Relations 
 Cheryl Smith, Reeve, Rural Municipality of St. Laurent
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